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First Lutheran Church 

 

Tiffin, Ohio 
 

September 1, 2024 
 

“The 15th Sunday after  
Pentecost”  

 

Jesus protests against human customs being given the weight of divine 
law, while the essence of God’s law is ignored. True uncleanness comes 
not from external things, but from the intentions of the human heart. Last 
week Jesus told us “the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and 
life” (John 6:63). Now James says God has given us birth by the word of 
truth. We who were washed in the word when we were born in the font 
return to it every Sunday to ask God to create in us clean hearts.  

Welcome to First Lutheran 

 

 

 Prelude 
 Dix           Michael Burkhardt 

Praise and Thanksgiving, Set IV 

Four Chorale Miniatures: For the Beauty of the Earth 

II. Duo 

III. Toccata 

IV. Maestoso 
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Please stand. 
 

The Confession & Forgiveness 
 P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the God of manna, the God of 

miracles, the God of mercy. 

 C: Amen. 

 L: Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our 

sins: 

 

A time of silence and self reflection is provided. 
 

 P: God, our provider, 

 C: Help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We 

question your ways when they differ from the ways of the 

world. We turn to our own understanding rather than trusting 

in you. We take offense at your teachings and your ways. Turn 

us again to you. Share with us the words of eternal life and 

feed us for life in the world. 

  Amen. 

 P: Beloved people of God:  

  In Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.  

  By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than 

enough.  

  Through Jesus, the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy:  

  you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 

 C: Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn   # 879 
For the Beauty of the Earth 

Greeting 
 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  

communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

 C: And also with you. 

 

All 
 

All 
 

Men 
 

Women 
 

All 

All 
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The Gathering Litany 
 L: You are the treasured people of the Lord. 

 C: A people holy to the Lord our God. 
 

 L: Keep the words of the Lord in your heart, teach them to your 

children. 

 C: Talk about them when you are at home and when you are 

away, when you lie down and when you rise. 
 

 L: For one does not live by bread alone, 

 C: But by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 

 

 

  
 

Hymn of Praise  
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Prayer of the Day 
 

 P: Let us pray together, O God our strength,  

 C: Without you we are weak and wayward creatures. Protect us 

from all dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse 

us from all evil that arises from within ourselves, that we may 

be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 
 

A Reading from Deuteronomy  4:1-2,6-9 
 R: A reading from Deuteronomy the 4th chapter. 

  1So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am 

teaching you to observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy 

the land that the Lord, the God of your ancestors, is giving 

you. 2You must neither add anything to what I command you nor 

take away anything from it, but keep the commandments of the 

Lord your God with which I am charging you.6You must observe 

them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to 

the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, 

“Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning people!” 7For what 
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 other great nation has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is 

whenever we call to him? 8And what other great nation has 

statutes and ordinances as just as this entire law that I am setting 

before you today?9But take care and watch yourselves closely, so 

as neither to forget the things that your eyes have seen nor to let 

them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them 

known to your children and your children’s children.  

 

 R: The Word of the Lord! 

 C: Thanks be to God! 

A Reading from James 1:17-27 
  R: A reading from James the 1st chapter. 
  17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from 

above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is 

no variation or shadow due to change. 18In fulfillment of his own 

purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would 

become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.19You must understand 

this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, 

slow to anger; 20for your anger does not produce God’s 

righteousness. 21Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and 

rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the 

implanted word that has the power to save your souls.22But be 

doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive 

themselves. 23For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, 

they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; 24for they 

look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what 

they were like. 25But those who look into the perfect law, the law of 

liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who 

act—they will be blessed in their doing.26If any think they are 

religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, 
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Please stand for the reading of the Gospel. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 

their religion is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and undefiled 

before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in 

their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.  
 

 R: The Word of the Lord! 

 C: Thanks be to God! 

A Reading from Mark  
  7:1-8,14-15,21-23 
 P: This is the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 7th chapter: 
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 P: 1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come 

from Jerusalem gathered around [Jesus], 2they noticed that some of 

his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing 

them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they 

thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the 

elders; 4and they do not eat anything from the market unless they 

wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, 

the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 5So the Pharisees 

and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live 

according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled 

hands?” 6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you 

hypocrites, as it is written, ‘This people honors me with their lips, 

but their hearts are far from me;7in vain do they worship me, 

teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 8You abandon the 

commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”14Then he called 

the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and 

understand: 15there is nothing outside a person that by going in can 

defile, but the things that come out are what defile.21“For it is from 

within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, 

theft, murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, 

envy, slander, pride, folly. 23All these evil things come from within, 

and they defile a person.”  

Please be seated. 

 P: This is the Gospel of our Lord 
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Today’s Reflection Pastor Clayton J. Bailey 

Please stand. 
 

Hymn of the Day  # 512 
Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil 
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The Creed 
 L: In Christ, we have heard the word of truth, the gospel of our 

salvation. 

 C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the 

promised Holy Spirit. 

 

 L: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 

 C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   creator of heaven and earth. 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

   born of the virgin Mary, 

   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

   was crucified, died, and was buried; 

   he descended to the dead. 

   On the third day he rose again; 

   he ascended into heaven, 

   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the holy catholic church, 

   the communion of saints, 

   the forgiveness of sins, 

   the resurrection of the body, 

   and the life everlasting.  

   Amen. 

 

 . 
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The Prayers of the People 
 

 We respond to each petition. 

 

 L: Merciful God 
 C: Receive our prayer.  
 
 
 

The Sharing of the Peace 
You are encouraged to share the Peace of Christ with those around you as 
you feel comfortable.  
 
 
 

Offering & Organ Meditation 
 O Jesu An De Dina  Stephen Gabrielsen 

  Around You, O Lord Jesus 

 

 

Please stand. 

 

 

The Prayer Before Communion 
 L: Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your 

creation. By these gifts and with our lives, help us to serve one 

another and all in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C: Amen. 
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 The Great Thanksgiving 

 
Proper Preface  

 P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 

merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs 

of angels, with  the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Sanctus 

The Eucharistic Prayer  
 P: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In your mercy for our 

fallen world, you gave your only Son, that all those who believe in 

him should not perish, but have eternal light and life. 

  We give thanks to you for the gift of salvation that you have 

prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit 

into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with  a living faith as 

he comes to us in this holy supper. 

  C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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 P: In the night he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 

this is my body, given for you. Do this to remember me.  

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 

for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this to 

remember me. 

   

   

Lord’s Prayer 
 L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 

us. 

 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,   

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 
Communion is distributed in two manners at First Lutheran.   

• You may commune in your pews.  Individual communion kits are 
available at the Narthex Doors.  Pastor will share a blessing and all 

communing in place will commune together.   
• You may come forward, where you will receive the bread from pastor 

and a small cup of wine from the worship assistant.  Cups can be 
disposed of in a basket located by our projector. 

Invitation to Communion 
 P: Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, here is your God! 
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Agnus Dei 
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Communion Hymn  # 468
 Around You, O Lord Jesus 
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Please stand. 
 

The Table Blessing 
 P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, strengthen 

you and keep you in his grace. 

 C: Amen. 

 

Prayer After Communion 
 L: Let us pray. Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed 

us with dignity at your table. Send us now to welcome others and to 

be at peace with one another, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C: Amen. 

 

The Benediction 
 P: God all mighty, God most merciful bless you, keep you, and give you 

peace. 
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Sending Song  # 824 
 This Is My Father’s World 
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Postlude  
 Terra Patris  Raymond H. Haan 

 Three Hymn Partitas, Set 2 

 This is My Father ’s World 

I. With strength 

III. Exuberantly 

The Sending 
 L: Go in peace! 

 P:  Follow Jesus! 

 C: Thanks be to God!  

Today’s  
Worship Leaders  

Cantor: Elijah Shiley 

Facebook Camera: Wendy Bailey 

Reader: Beth Margraf 

Slide Show Operator: Andrew Bailey 

 

First Lutheran Church 
300 Melmore Street 
Tiffin, Ohio 44883 

419-447-1323 
 

www.firstlutherantiffin.com 
firstlutherantiffin@gmail.com 

 
Pastor Rev. Clayton J. Bailey 

pastorcbailey@gmail.com 
 

Dir. of Music Curtis L. King 
cking6876@gmail.com  

 
Pre-School Dir. Jane Frederick 

daycarejane@gmail.com 

Contact Us 
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This Week’s Calendar 

Sunday September 1 
 10:00 am Worship on The 15th 

Sunday of Pentecost 
 
Tuesday  September 2 
Closed Labor Day  

 
Wednesday  September 4 
 4:15 pm Pre-School Board 

Meeting 
 6:00 pm Healing Service 
 7:15 pm Worship & Music 
 
Next Sunday  September 8 
 10:00 am Worship on The 16th 

Sunday of Pentecost 

The West Ohio Food Bank will 

be here 

Thursday, September 26th 

Distributing begins at 1p.m. 
If you or someone you know is in need of 

food assistance please share the invitation to come 

and let the WOFB help fill their food pantries.   

Handicap Parking 
The handicap parking on the south side of the 

building have deteriorated making it difficult for  

members using walkers and wheelchairs to enter the 

building. We have a very generous church member 

who is willing to donate $5,000.00  towards the 

project. We would like to challenge the 

congregation to match the donated funds. Cost for 

the south side is $7,800 to repave all away across the 

driveway and $4,536.00 to pave halfway across the 

drive. The handicap parking spots on the North side 

of the building are uneven. There are spots that are 

sinking, causing unsafe walking conditions. The cost 

for this project is $6,875.00  

 

Anyone interested in making a donation may 

contact the office or place it in the offering plate 

marked PAVEMENT. 

Cookies 
Cookie Sign up sheets are located 

on the Dietz Room wall. Fellowship 

time is before and after Church 

Service. Approximately 4 dozen 

cookies are needed each week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The supply list for LWR is very, very specific. 

Perhaps as you are out and about and come across 

good sales on supplies you could help fill our book-

bags. 

  

Any extra supplies, or supplies that do not 

conform to the LWR standards will be 

donated locally. 

  

We are still in need of the following items: 

70 sheet notebooks 

pencil sharpeners 

30-centimeter rulers 

Altar Flowers 
Altar flowers are given by Pastor Bailey’s family in 

honor of his Birthday. 
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Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies  

Annual License #SAS003776. 
 

This morning’s hymns are reprinted with permission under  
ONE LICENSE  

#A-735756.  All rights reserved. 

“God is among us!” 
“We are called to go out, care for all, share the gospel,  
forgive, reconcile and trust God for all that we need." 

Our Mission Statement 


