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In today’s gospel many people take offense at Jesus’ invitation to eat his 
flesh and drink his blood; even many of Jesus’ disciples peel off. This is 
the backdrop in John’s gospel for Peter’s confession of faith. “To whom 
can we go?” asks Peter, in words we sometimes sing just before the 
gospel is read. “You have the words of eternal life.” In order to take such a 
stand, as Peter and Joshua did, Paul tells us to arm ourselves with the 
word of God. We pray in the Spirit that we might be bold ambassadors of 
the gospel.  

Welcome to First Lutheran 

 
First Lutheran Church 

 
Tiffin, Ohio 

 
August 25, 2024 

 
“The 14th Sunday after  

Pentecost”  

 

 

 Prelude 
  Blessed Assurance       Dan Miller 

Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine! 
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Please stand. 
 

The Opening 
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The Confession 
 L: As a community of faith, we celebrate: 

 C: God is among us! 

 L: Together we are called: 

 C: To go out! 

 L: We are called: 

 C: To care for all! 

 L: We are called: 

 C: To proclaim the gospel! 

 L: We are called: 

 C: To forgive and reconcile! 

 L: We are called: 

 C: To trust God for all that we need! 

 P: As a people of faith, we have forgotten our calling. We have 

forgotten to care for our neighbor. We have failed to proclaim the 

gospel. We seek forgiveness, and we long to fully trust God for  

everything. Knowing our brokenness, we turn to God with a 

repentant heart. 

A time of silence and reflection. 

 P: Most Merciful God, 

 C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 

lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 

ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
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 P: Hear the Good News! God who is rich in mercy, loved us even 

when we were dead in sin and made us alive together with Christ. 

By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. May the Almighty God strengthen you with power 

through the Holy Spirit, so that Christ may live in your hearts 

through faith. 

 C: Amen. 

  

The Psalmody 

Introduction 

Verses will be sung by our Cantor. 
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The Greeting 
 P: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  

communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

 C: And also with you! 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 P: Let us pray.  Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is 

eternal. Direct our choices and preserve us in your truth, that, 

renouncing what is false and evil, we may live in you, through your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

 C: Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 
 

 

Final response: 
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A Reading from Joshua 24:1-2a,14-18 
 R: A reading from  Joshua the 24th chapter.  

  1 Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and 

summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of 

Israel; and they presented themselves before God. 2a And Joshua 

said to all the people, 14 “Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve 

him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your 

ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the 

Lord. 15 Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day 

whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in 

the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose 

land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve 

the Lord.” 16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we 

should forsake the Lord to serve other gods; 17 for it is the Lord our 

God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, 

out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our 

sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among 

all the peoples through whom we passed; 18 and the Lord drove 

out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. 

Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.”  

 

 R: The Word of the Lord! 

 C: Thanks be to God! 

 

A Reading from Ephesians 6:10-20 
 R: A reading from Ephesians the 6th chapter. 

  0 Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11 Put on 

the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against 

the wiles of the devil. 12 For our struggle is not against enemies of 

blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 



 

7 

against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the 

spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up 

the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on 

that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14 Stand 

therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on 

the breastplate of righteousness. 15 As shoes for your feet put on 

whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace.        
16 With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be 

able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the 

helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 

God. 18 Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. 

To that end keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all 

the saints. 19 Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may 

be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the 

gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may 

declare it boldly, as I must speak.  

 

 R: The Word of the Lord! 

 C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Please stand for the reading of the Gospel. 

The Gospel  John 6:56-69 

   
 P: This is the Holy Gospel according to St. John the 6th chapter. 

 

  

 

  

  

C: 
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 P: [Jesus said,] 56 “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in 

me, and I in them. 57 Just as the living Father sent me, and I live 

because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of 

me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that 

which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this 

bread will live forever.” 59 He said these things while he was teaching 

in the synagogue at Capernaum. 60 When many of his disciples 

heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” 61 

But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, 

said to them, “Does this offend you? 62 Then what if you were to see 

the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the spirit 

that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to 

you are spirit and life. 64 But among you there are some who do not 

believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did 

not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. 65 And he 

said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me 

unless it is granted by the Father.” 66 Because of this many of his 

disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. 67 So Jesus 

asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” 68 Simon Peter 

answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of 

eternal life. 69 We have come to believe and know that you are the 

Holy One of God.”  

 

 P: This is the Gospel of our Lord! 

 

 

   

Please be seated. 

C: 
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Hymn of the Day  # 484 
You Satisfy the Hungry Heart 

All 
Women 
Cantor 

 

Men 
 

All 
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Today’s Reflection Rev. Clayton J. Bailey 

Please stand. 

 The Gospel Canticle   
In the Tender Compassion 
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Nicene Creed 
 P: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith as  

expressed in the words of the Nicene Creed: 

 C: We believe in one God, 
   the Father, the Almighty,  
   maker of heaven and earth, 
   of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
   the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, 
   God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God from true God, 
   begotten, not made, 
   of one Being with the Father; 
   Through him all things were made. 
   For us and for our salvation 
   he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
   and became truly human. 
   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried. 
   On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
   We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. 
  Amen. 
    

 

Please be seated. 
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Meditation & Offering 
 Blessed Assurance       Daryl Hollinger 

From Every Corner 

III. Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine! 

 

Offering Hymn  # 758 
You Are the Way 
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You are invited to kneel, or remain seated as you are able. 

 
Prayers of the People 
 L: Let us pray.   

 L: Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn, 
bringing the glory of our risen Lord who makes every day new. 
Especially we thank you: 

  For the sustaining goodness of your creation… 

  For the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and 
forgiveness… 

  For the gifts of relationship with others… 

  For the communion of faith in your church… 

 L: Lord in your mercy, 

 C: Hear our prayer. 

 
 

 L: Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all 
your children, and bring about your peace for all in Christ Jesus, 
the living Lord. Especially we pray: 

  For those who govern nations of the world… 

  For the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare… 

  For all who work for peace and international harmony… 

  For all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and 
destruction… 

  For the church of Jesus Christ in every land… 

 L: Lord in your mercy, 

 C: Hear our prayer.  

 
 

 L: Almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us in safety to 
this new day. Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not 
fall into sin nor be overcome in adversity, In all we do, direct us to 
the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C: Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer   
 L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,   

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Please stand. 

 

 P: You are what God made you to be:  created in Christ Jesus for 

good works, chosen as holy and beloved, free to serve your  

neighbor.  May God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless you, that 

you may be a blessing to others. 

 
 

  

The Blessing 
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Sending Song  # 638 
Blessed Assurance 
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The Sending 
 P: Go in peace! 

 L:  Serve the Lord with Gladness! 

 C: Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude  
 Blessed Assurance       Matthew H. Corl 

Five Gospel Hymns for Organ 

I. Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine! 

Today’s  
Worship Leaders  

Cantor: Elijah Shiley 

Facebook Camera: Wendy Bailey 

Reader: Shelley Ross 

Worship Assistant: Shelley Ross 

Slide Show Operator:  Andrew Bailey 

 

First Lutheran Church 
300 Melmore Street 
Tiffin, Ohio 44883 

419-447-1323 
 

www.firstlutherantiffin.com 
firstlutherantiffin@gmail.com 

 
Pastor Rev. Clayton J. Bailey 

pastorcbailey@gmail.com 
 

Dir. of Music Curtis L. King 
cking6876@gmail.com  

 
Pre-School Dir. Jane Frederick 

daycarejane@gmail.com 

Contact Us 
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This Week’s Calendar 
Sunday August 25 
 10:00 am Worship on The 14th Sunday 

of Pentecost 

  
Next Sunday  September  1 
 10:00 pm Worship on The 15th Sunday 

of Pentecost 

Handicap Parking 
The handicap parking on the south side of the 

building have deteriorated making it difficult for  

members using walkers and wheelchairs to enter the 

building. We have a very generous church member 

who is willing to donate $5,000.00  towards the 

project. We would like to challenge the 

congregation to match the donated funds. Cost for 

the south side is $7,800 to repave all away across the 

driveway and $4,536.00 to pave halfway across the 

drive. The handicap parking spots on the North side 

of the building are uneven. There are spots that are 

sinking, causing unsafe walking conditions. The cost 

for this project is $6,875.00  

 

Anyone interested in making a donation may 

contact the office or place it in the offering plate 

marked PAVEMENT. 

Cookies 
Cookie Sign up sheets are located on 

the Dietz Room wall. Fellowship time 

is before and after Church Service. 

Approximately 4 dozen cookies are 

needed each week. 

News from the Pews 
Pastor will be traveling the week of August 26th for a 

Spirituality Retreat.  

If there is a “pastoral emergency”, please contact 

Pastor Karsten at Trinity UCC. 

(608)807-9268 

The office will be closed on August 

26th due to Pastor attending a 

Spirituality Retreat and Kim will be 

out for medical appointments. 

Please keep everyone in your 

prayers.  

Office Closed 

The supply list for LWR is very, very specific. 

Perhaps as you are out and about and come 

across good sales on supplies you could help 

fill our bookbags. 

  

Any extra supplies, or supplies that do not 

conform to the LWR standards will be 

donated locally. 

  

We are still in need of the following items: 

70 sheet notebooks 

pencil sharpeners 

30-centimeter rulers 

LWR Bookbags 
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This morning’s hymns are reprinted with permission under  
ONE LICENSE  

#A-735756.  All rights reserved. 

“God is among us!” 
“We are called to go out, care for all, share the gospel,  
forgive, reconcile and trust God for all that we need." 

Our Mission Statement 


