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April 21, 2024 
4th Sunday of Easter 

Welcome to: 

First Lutheran Church 
Tiffin, Ohio 
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Prelude 
 Little Flock  Michael Burkhardt 
  Voluntaries of Worship 
  IV. Have No Fear, Little Flock 
  

 
Please stand. 
 

Call to Worship  
 
Softly spoken. 
 

 P: Christ is Risen! 

 C: He is Risen, Indeed! 
 

In a regular voice. 
 

 P: Christ is Risen! 

 C: He is Risen, Indeed! 
 

Lifting our voices toward heaven. 
 

 P: Christ is Risen! 

 C: He is Risen, Indeed! 

Alleluia! 

The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us 
to life. It is the relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of 
mutual knowledge and love, that gives the shepherd authority. The 
shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his love. 
First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by 
the example of sharing our wealth with any sibling in need.  

Welcome to First Lutheran 
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Gathering Song  # 619
 I Know That My Redeemer Lives! 
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Greeting 
 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  

communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

 C: And also with you. 

 
Gathering Litany 
 P: We gather, a community of faith to celebrate. 

 C: God is among us. 
 

 P: We gather to celebrate: 

 C: That no darkness can extinguish the light. 
 

 P: We gather to celebrate: 

 C: That love is more powerful than death. 
 

 P: We gather to celebrate: 

 C: That peace is stronger than violence. 
 

 L: Together we celebrate that, we are called: 

 C: To go out! 
 

 L: We are called: 

 C: To care for all! 
 

 L: We are called: 

 C: To share the Gospel! 
 

 L: We are called: 

 C: To forgive and reconcile! 
 

 L: We are called: 

 C: To trust God for all that we need! 
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A Reading from Acts 4:5-12 
 R: A reading from Acts the 4th chapter. 

  5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in 

Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and 

Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they 

had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By 

what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled 

with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and 

elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done 

to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been 

healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, 

that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of 

Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised 

from the dead. 11This Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected by you, 

the builders; it has become the cornerstone.’’12There is salvation in 

no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among 

mortals by which we must be saved.”  

 R: Word of God! Word of Life! 

 C: Thanks be to God! 

Prayer of the Day 
 P: As a community of faith, celebrating the light, love, and peace of the 

Risen Christ, Let us pray: 

  O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and 

guide us into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, 

and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 C: Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 
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A Reading from 1

st
 John 3:16-24         

 R: A reading from 1st John the 3rd chapter: 
  16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for 

us—and we ought to lay down our lives for one another. 17How 

does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and 

sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?18Little 

children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and 

action. 19And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will 

reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; 

for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows 

everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have 

boldness before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, 

because we obey his commandments and do what pleases 

him.23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the 

name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has 

commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide in him, 

and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, 

by the Spirit that he has given us.  

 

 R: Word of God! Word of Life! 

 C: Thanks be to God! 

Please stand for the reading of the Gospel. 
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After cantor sings the verse, we respond: 

Gospel Acclamation 

 P: This is the Holy Gospel according to St. John the 10th chapter: 

A Reading from St. John 10:11-18 
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 P: Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays 

down his life for the sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the 

shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and 

leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and 

scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand 

does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my 

own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I 

know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have 

other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, 

and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 

shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay 

down my life in order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, 

but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and 

I have power to take it up again. I have received this command 

from my Father.” 

 P: This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
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Gospel Acclamation 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Today’s Reflection Pastor C.J. Bailey 

Our Cantor will sing the verse. Then we respond: 
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Please stand. 
 

Hymn of the Day  # 764 
 Have No Fear, Little Flock 
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A Litany for Easter 
 P: O God, who made the world and everything in it,  

  we pray with one voice, proclaiming your presence to all the earth.  

  

 L: For skeptics and believers, for clergy high and low; 

For those who seek God at home, at work, in the streets, and in the 

pews, For all who search for life, come and listen: 

 C: And we will tell you what our God has done for us.  

 

 P: We are alive in the spirit. 

We are saved through water. 

Because Christ lives, we also live. 

 C: For we too are God’s offspring. 

 

 L: For presidents and prime ministers, for bosses and wardens; 

For those who set the course at home, at work, in the streets, and 

in the pews, For all who wield power, come and listen: 

 C: And we will tell you what our God has done for us. 

 

 P: We do not fear what others fear. 

We proclaim the hope that is in us. 

Because Christ lives, we also live. 

 C: For we too are God’s offspring. 

 

 L: For friends and lovers, for neighbors and strangers, 

For those who eat bread at home, at work, in the streets,  

  and in the pews, For all who live in the world, come and listen: 

 C: And we will tell you what our God has done for us. 
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 P: In God, we live and move and have our being. 

From God, we have life and breath and all things. 

Because Christ lives, we also live. 

 C: For we too are God’s offspring. 

 

 L: For the sick and troubled, for the fearful and alone, 

For those in pain at home, at work, in the streets, and in the pews, 

For all who suffer, come and listen: 

 C: And we will tell you what our God has done for us. 

 

 P: Our prayers are not rejected. 

Our souls are held in life. 

In truth, our God has heard us, 

and love is not withheld. 

Because Christ lives, we also live. 

 C: For we too are God’s offspring. 

 

 L: For those kept in memory, for those long forgotten, 

For all who ever took the breath of life at home, at work, in the 

streets, and in the pews, For the dead and those who mourn them, 

come and listen: 

 C: And we will tell you what our God has done for us. 

 

 P: We are blessed by your presence. 

We are filled with the Spirit. 

Because Christ lives, we also live. 

 C: For we too are God’s offspring. 

 

 L: God of heaven and earth, Companion in life, Spirit of truth, 

  to you alone we turn our eyes and lift our hearts. 

 C: Thanks be to God!  
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The Sharing of the Peace 
You are encouraged to share the Peace of Christ with those around you as 
you feel comfortable.  
 

Offering & Organ Meditation 
 Brother James’ Air  Daniel E. Gawthrop 

  The Lord’s My Shepherd 

Please stand. 
 

The Prayer Before Communion 
 L: Let us pray. Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit.  May 

the gifts that we offer here be signs of your abiding love.  Form us 

to be your witnesses in the world.  This we pray in the name of 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C: Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
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Blessing of the Meal  

 P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and  

merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 

Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our 

sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us 

to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the 

witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their  

creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and  

seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Sanctus 
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The Words of Institution  
 P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting 

and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

   Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

   Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

   Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

   Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to  

  the land  of milk and honey. 

   Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus,  

  your anointed one. 

   Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

   Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

 

  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 

 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 

to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 

you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

  For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

  

 C:  
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 P: Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving 

passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the 

promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God  

Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; We ask you 

mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word 

and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts 

of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and 

blood of Christ and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed 

to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your 

saints. 

 

  To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory 

in your holy church, now and forever. 

  

 

 C: 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer   
 

 L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,   

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,   

forever and ever. Amen. 
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Agnus Dei 

Communion is distributed in two manners at First Lutheran.   
• You may commune in your pews.  Individual communion kits are 
available at the Narthex Doors.  Pastor will share a blessing and all 

communing in place will commune together.   
• You may come forward, where you will receive the bread from pastor 

and a small cup of wine from the worship assistant.  Cups can be 
disposed of in a basket located by our projector. 

Please be seated. 

 
Invitation to Communion 
 P: The Risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread.  

Come and eat at God’s table! 
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Communion Hymn  # 778
 The Lord’s My Shepherd 
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Please stand. 
 

The Table Blessing 
 P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,  

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

 C: Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 L: Let us pray. Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us 

and nourished us with your love. 

  Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim our goodness and 

share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 

 C: Amen. 

 
The Benediction 
 P: Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

 C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 P:  May the God of the resurrection, the Christ of unending joy,  the 

Spirit of Easter hope. Bless you now and always. 
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Sending Song  # 619 
 I Know That My Redeemer Lives! 
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Postlude  
 Duke Street  Gilbert M. Martin 

  I Know that My Redeemer Lives!  

The Sending 
 L: Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 

 C: Christ is Risen indeed, Alleluia! 
 

 P: Go in peace!  

 L: Rejoice and be glad! 

 C: Thanks be to God! Alleluia! 

Today’s  
Worship Leaders  

Cantor: Jayce Porter 

Facebook Camera: Deb Nominee 

Reader: Jamie Lodermeier-Fay 

Slide Show Operator:  Angela Nominee 

Worship Assistant: Jonathan Nominee 

First Lutheran Church 
300 Melmore Street 
Tiffin, Ohio 44883 

419-447-1323 
 

www.firstlutherantiffin.com 
firstlutherantiffin@gmail.com 

 
Pastor Rev. Clayton J. Bailey 

pastorcbailey@gmail.com 
 

Dir. of Music Curtis L. King 
cking6876@gmail.com  

 
Pre-School Dir. Jane Frederick 

daycarejane@gmail.com 

Contact Us 
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This Week’s Calendar 

Sunday April 21 
 10:00 am Worship on the 2

nd  
Sunday of 

Easter 
 
Monday April 22 
 6:00 pm Council 
Tuesday April 23 
 10:30 am  Morning Bible Study at the 

Willows 
 6:30 pm Worship & Music Meeting 
Thursday April 25 
 1:00  pm West Ohio Food Bank 
 7:00 pm Women’s Bible Study 
. 
Next Sunday April 28 
 10:00 pm Worship on the 5

th
 Sunday of 

Easter 

Today’s Flowers 

Down Sizing/Spring Cleaning 
The archival committee is looking for bookcases and storage racks. If you have 
extra that we could use to organize our required records by the ELCA. Please 
contact the Church office, Pastor, or anyone on the current Archival Committee. 

This morning’s altar 
flowers are given in 
honor of Zachary’s 
16

th 
Birthday from  

Tim & Shelley Ross. 

The Seneca County Council on Homelessness 
invites the community to its Annual Gala.    

Saturday April 27th 
6-9 p.m. 

This is the largest annual fundraiser which 
supports the Transformation Life Center, Tiffin’s 
emergency women’s homeless shelter.  Tickets 
are $50 per person and includes appetizers, a sit 
down meal, and dessert.  The evening also 
include a presentation, music, and other events 
that share how we continue to transform lives at 
our shelter.  For more information 
scan the CR code below or see 
Pastor Bailey.   

Forms for making geranium donations and 
dedications can be found on the lobby tables or 

in the Church Office. 
Honor your family members, friends, 

confirmands, and graduates  
Geraniums will be displayed for Pentecost on 

May 19
th
, before being  

planted by our faithful Weed Warriors. 
They would appreciate extra hands to help make 

the planting go faster. 
*Orders must be received no later than 

Sunday, May 12th. 
 

Pentecost Geraniums 

The West Ohio Food Bank will be here 

Thursday April 25th 
Distributing begins at 1p.m. 

If you or someone you know is in need of food 

assistance please share the invitation to come 

and let the WOFB help fill their food pantries.   

West Ohio Food Bank 

Preschool Playground 
As you arrive at First Lutheran this weekend, you will 
notice several large bags in the parking lot. The Pre-
school is putting one of their recent grants to work in 
refreshing the playground. These bags include a 
commercial mulch with a 20 year warranty. In the weeks 
ahead, some local contractors will be working to prep the 
playground and spread our new mulch. This will give us 
a play area that will last many years to come. 
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Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies  

Annual License #SAS003776. 
 

The “Gathering Litany” was Cheryl Lawrie and amended to 
incorporate our mission statement by Rev. Clayton J. Bailey. 

The “Litany for Easter” was written by Margaret D. McGee and 
posted on “In the Courtyard.”  www.inthecourtyard.com 

 
This morning’s hymns are reprinted with permission under  

ONE LICENSE  
#A-735756.  All rights reserved. 

“God is among us!” 
“We are called to go out, care for all, share the gospel,  
forgive, reconcile and trust God for all that we need." 

Our Mission Statement 


