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April 7, 2024 
2nd Sunday of Easter 
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Prelude 
 Easter Hymn  Joel Raney 
  Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 
 

  Char Pope, piano;  
  Curtis L. King, organ 

 
Please stand. 
 

Call to Worship  
 
Softly spoken. 
 

 P: Christ is Risen! 

 C: He is Risen, Indeed! 
 

In a regular voice. 
 

 P: Christ is Risen! 

 C: He is Risen, Indeed! 
 

Lifting our voices toward heaven. 
 

 P: Christ is Risen! 

 C: He is Risen, Indeed! 

Alleluia! 
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Gathering Song  # 365 
 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 
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Greeting 
 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  

communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

 C: And also with you. 

 
Gathering Litany 
 P: We gather, a community of faith to celebrate. 

 C: God is among us. 
 

 P: We gather to celebrate: 

 C: That no darkness can extinguish the light. 
 

 P: We gather to celebrate: 

 C: That love is more powerful than death. 
 

 P: We gather to celebrate: 

 C: That peace is stronger than violence. 
 

 L: Together we celebrate that, we are called: 

 C: To go out! 
 

 L: We are called: 

 C: To care for all! 
 

 L: We are called: 

 C: To share the Gospel! 
 

 L: We are called: 

 C: To forgive and reconcile! 
 

 L: We are called: 

 C: To trust God for all that we need! 
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A Reading from Acts 10:34-43 
 

 R: A reading from Acts the 10th chapter. 

  34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God 

shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and 

does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message 

he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—

he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, 

beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how 

God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 

power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were  

oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses 

to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to 

death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third 

Prayer of the Day 
 P: As a community of faith, celebrating the light, love, and peace of 

the Risen Christ, Let us pray: 
 

  O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our 

redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you  

delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to 

sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

 C: Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 
 

Senior choir Anthem 
 Easter Joy, Alleluia!  Jon Paige 

Senior Choir; Char Pope, piano 
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day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us 

who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank 

with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to 

preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by 

God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify 

about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness 

of sins through his name.”  

 

 R: Word of God! Word of Life! 

 C: Thanks be to God! 

 

A Reading from 
1

st 
Corinthians   15:1-11 

 

 R:  1Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news 

that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also 

you stand, 2through which also you are being saved, if you hold 

firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have 

come to believe in vain. 

 3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had 

received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 

scriptures, 4and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the 

third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5and that he appeared 

to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than 

five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are 

still alive, though some have died. 7Then he appeared to James, 

then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 

appeared also to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be 

called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But 

by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has 
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not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of 

them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with 

me. 11Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have 

come to believe. 

 

 R: Word of God! Word of Life! 

 C: Thanks be to God! 

 

Please stand for the reading of the Gospel. 

After cantor sings the verse, we respond: 

Gospel Acclamation 
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  P: 1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 

mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might 

go and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 2And very early on the first day of the 

week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had 

been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us 

from the entrance to the tomb?” 4When they looked up, they saw 

that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled 

back. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed 

in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were 

alarmed. 6But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are 

looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been 

raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But 

go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to 

Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” 8So they went 

out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized 

them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.  

 

 P: This is the Gospel of our Lord! 

 P: This is the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. 
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Gospel Acclamation 

Please be seated. 
 

Easter Reflection  Pastor C.J. Bailey 

Our Cantor will sing the verse. Then we respond: 
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Hymn of the Day  # 382 
 Christ Is Risen! Alleluia! 
Please stand. 
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A Litany for Easter 
 P: O God, who made the world and everything in it,  

  we pray with one voice, proclaiming your presence to all the earth.  

  

 L: For skeptics and believers, for clergy high and low; 

For those who seek God at home, at work, in the streets, and in the 

pews, For all who search for life, come and listen: 

 C: And we will tell you what our God has done for us.  

 

 P: We are alive in the spirit. 

We are saved through water. 

Because Christ lives, we also live. 

 C: For we too are God’s offspring. 

 

 L: For presidents and prime ministers, for bosses and wardens; 

For those who set the course at home, at work, in the streets, and 

in the pews, For all who wield power, come and listen: 

 C: And we will tell you what our God has done for us. 

 

 P: We do not fear what others fear. 

We proclaim the hope that is in us. 

Because Christ lives, we also live. 

 C: For we too are God’s offspring. 

 

 L: For friends and lovers, for neighbors and strangers, 

For those who eat bread at home, at work, in the streets,  

  and in the pews, For all who live in the world, come and listen: 

 C: And we will tell you what our God has done for us. 

 

  

 

 



 

12 

 P: In God, we live and move and have our being. 

From God, we have life and breath and all things. 

Because Christ lives, we also live. 

 C: For we too are God’s offspring. 

 

 L: For the sick and troubled, for the fearful and alone, 

For those in pain at home, at work, in the streets, and in the pews, 

For all who suffer, come and listen: 

 C: And we will tell you what our God has done for us. 

 

 P: Our prayers are not rejected. 

Our souls are held in life. 

In truth, our God has heard us, 

and love is not withheld. 

Because Christ lives, we also live. 

 C: For we too are God’s offspring. 

 

 L: For those kept in memory, for those long forgotten, 

For all who ever took the breath of life at home, at work, in the 

streets, and in the pews, For the dead and those who mourn them, 

come and listen: 

 C: And we will tell you what our God has done for us. 

 

 P: We are blessed by your presence. 

We are filled with the Spirit. 

Because Christ lives, we also live. 

 C: For we too are God’s offspring. 

 

 L: God of heaven and earth, Companion in life, Spirit of truth, 

  to you alone we turn our eyes and lift our hearts. 

 C: Thanks be to God!  
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The Sharing of the Peace 
You are encouraged to share the Peace of Christ with those around you as 
you feel comfortable.  
 

Offering 
 Arioso  Joseph Fiocco 

  Steve Preisner, trumpet  

 

Please stand. 
 

The Prayer Before Communion 
 L: Let us pray. Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit.  May 

the gifts that we offer here be signs of your abiding love.  Form us 

to be your witnesses in the world.  This we pray in the name of 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C: Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
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Blessing of the Meal  

 P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and  

merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 

Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our 

sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us 

to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the 

witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their  

creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and  

seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Sanctus 
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The Words of Institution  
 P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting 

and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

   Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

   Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

   Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

   Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to  

  the land  of milk and honey. 

   Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus,  

  your anointed one. 

   Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

   Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

 

  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 

 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 

to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 

you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

  For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

  

 C:  
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 P: Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving 

passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the 

promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God  

Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; We ask you 

mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word 

and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts 

of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and 

blood of Christ and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed 

to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your 

saints. 

 

  To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory 

in your holy church, now and forever. 

  

 

 C: 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer   
 

 L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,   

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,   

forever and ever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
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Agnus Dei 

Communion is distributed in two manners at First Lutheran.   
• You may commune in your pews.  Individual communion kits are 
available at the Narthex Doors.  Pastor will share a blessing and all 

communing in place will commune together.   
• You may come forward, where you will receive the bread from pastor 

and a small cup of wine from the worship assistant.  Cups can be 
disposed of in a basket located by our projector. 

Please be seated. 

 
Invitation to Communion 
 P: The Risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread.  

Come and eat at God’s table! 
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Communion Hymn  # 362 
 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 
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Please Stand. 
 

The Table Blessing 
 P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,  

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

 C: Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 L: Let us pray. Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us 

and nourished us with your love. 

  Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim our goodness and 

share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our Redeemer and friend. 

 C: Amen. 

 
The Benediction 
 P: Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

 C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 P:  May the God of the resurrection, the Christ of unending joy,  the 

Spirit of Easter hope. Bless you now and always. 
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Sending Song  # 367 
 Now All the Vault 
  of Heaven Resounds 
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Postlude  
 Symphony No. V, Opus 42  Charles=Marie Widor 

  V. Toccata 

The Sending 
 L: Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 

 C: Christ is Risen indeed, Alleluia! 
 

 P: Go in peace!  

 L: Rejoice and be glad! 

 C: Thanks be to God! Alleluia! 

Today’s Worship 
Leaders  

Acolytes: Andrew Fay 
 Jackson Vallery 

Cantor: Jayce Porter 
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Annual License #SAS003776. 
 

The “Gathering Litany” was Cheryl Lawrie and amended to 
incorporate our mission statement by Rev. Clayton J. Bailey. 

The “Litany for Easter” was written by Margaret D. McGee and 
posted on “In the Courtyard.”  www.inthecourtyard.com 

 
This morning’s hymns are reprinted with permission under  

ONE LICENSE  
#A-735756.  All rights reserved. 

“God is among us!” 
“We are called to go out, care for all, share the gospel,  
forgive, reconcile and trust God for all that we need." 

Our Mission Statement 


